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shapely form?, make this supposition open to doubt, and seem
to point to the work of a not Celtic race.
The essential characteristics of the ancient Irish appear even
at this remote period. They were those which have marked
out the families of the Celts, as these have figured on the stage
of History. The Irish were brilliant rather than solid, apt to
learn, skilled in diffusing ideas, but wanting in certain elements
of intellectual strength belonging to other branches of the
Aryan stem. In the works of the mind they were rather
ingenious than great; they were subtle, not practical, not
supremely gifted, not masters of the realities of things. They
had fancy but not imaginative power; what they accomplished
was seldom perfect; they were deficient in depth, and in the
highest intelligence. In their moral tendencies they were
passionately attached to persons, and had little reverence for
institutions and laws; they were emotional, fickle, and easily
-'led, more interesting than formedjbrjhigh destinies. It would
be unjust to describe them as a backward race, for they had
been outside the influences that made for progress; but they
were .already being left behind by communities possessing
more useful qualities. As in the case of all Celts, however, the
worst characteristic of the old Irish was their never-ending
intestine discord, which kept them constantly in a state of
barbarous conflict. This has been seen in other Aryan races,
at certain periods .of their life and growth; but they have
usually been able to emerge from this anarchy, and to combine
into real and powerful nations. It has been otherwise with
most parts of the Celtic family; and the Irish are a conspicuous
instance of the fact. Nor is the history of France a proof to
the contrary: however strong has been her unity for ages, no
land has been torn by more relentless factions; no people has
been rent by such savage feuds, especially, like the Irish, in the
lace of an enemy1.
1 Caesar thus describes the Gallic Celts of his day,    De Bella Gallico>